CULTURAL COMMISSION

LEE'S SUMMIT

Cultural Commission
Action Letter
August 27, 2025

1. Callto Order
Chairperson Eames called the August 27, 2025 Cultural Commission to order at 6:04 p.m.

2. Roll Call
Members Present Staff
Chair Eames Silvia Arellano Fernandez
Commissioner Chubbuck Lisa Azimi

Commissioner Thill
Commissioner Forton
Commissioner Townsend
Commissioner Flowers

Commissioner Keshner

Commissioner Soucie

Commissioner Taylor

Commissioner Spangler (Arrived at 6:50 p.m.)

Absent

Commissioner Gale
Commissioner Smith
Commissioner Hennequin

Guests from Summit Art: Glenda Masters and Peggy Newham

3. Public Comments None

4. Approval of Agenda
A motion was made by Commissioner Taylor, seconded by Commissioner Flowers to approve
the agenda as published. The motion carried by a 9 to 0 vote. (Commissioners Gale, Smith, and
Hennequin absent.).

5. Approval of the June 18, 2025 Action Letter
A motion was made by Commissioner Taylor, seconded by Commissioner Thill to approve the

June 18, 2025 Action Letter. The motion carried by a 9 to 0 vote. (Commissioners Gale, Smith,
and Hennequin absent.).

6. Partner Spotlight: Summit Art
a. Learn about agency and their goals in prep for October 2026 Art Festivals.
Ms. Glenda Masters, Executive Director of Summit Art, stated that Summit Art is a visual
art organization with a collection of artists who come together to learn from each other,
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build community, and exhibit art in the community. There are community art galleries in

University Health, St. Luke’s East and other places with popup exhibits such as Powell
Gardens, Summit Pizza, as well as during the 4™ Friday’s Art Walk.

They organize Plein Air events to bring artists into the area. Judges are brought in to
critique the art created over the 3 to 4 day period. A board member also programs
multi-day workshops and bring in regional or nationally acclaimed artists to teach the
workshop. January is the start of the fiscal year with a plan to develop opportunities for
professional development as well as in the community.

Ccurrent membership which is around 140 with visual artists of all types of media. There
is a monthly Art Talk the last Tuesday of the month at Bridge Space that allows the
gathering to lead the discussion. The photographers group meets the last Thursday of
the month. The General membership is $50/yr and Jury membership is $60/yr. The
Juried artists can display at external galleries. As more artists are juried, there will be
more need for venues to display art. Without a gallery of their own they rely on the
kindness local organizations.

Their two big endeavors are bringing back the Summit Art Festival as an annual
opportunity and securing a designated space for the organization. They are exploring
what it would take financially to find a dedicated space for exhibits, classes, workshops,
and meetings. Chair Eames stated that not having a venue is the missing tooth in our
City’s smile.

There is a Summit Art Club for high schoolers. An urban sketching event is in September
where students get to join the art club. Three $500 scholarships are handed out at the
end of the year. They will be taught how to frame for professional display, sketch, then
go back to Bridge Street. There they have the grids to hang, judge, and prizes given.
Each month there’s urban sketching, plane air event in October, etc. One of those is
talking about how to build your artistic resume and portfolio for college and how to plan
and execute their own exhibit.

Chair Eames asked about dreams for the art festival. Ms. Masters talked with Christal in
efforts to partner together for the event and holding it at Green Street during the 2
weekend in October. It could be done from the perspective of a collaborative
partnership opportunity and provide resources to market with artists’ resources. They
will visit about it in September and October to look at the budget for possible financing.

Commission asked if they have members who are not artists. They said “yes”. Ms.
Masters mentioned about donation building to do fundraising work and hopefully
launch a patron member program. The best way to follow them is on social media
@summitart.org and signing up for their newsletter.
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7. Committee and Task Force Reports: Will report back at the next Cultural Commission meeting
on 9/17.
a. Preservation Committee
i. Will meet in September to discuss a Workplan
b. Public Education and Engagement
i. Will meetin September to work on Workplan

8. Roundtable

a. Update on Pollinator Habit Project with Master Gardeners
Ms. Fernandez reported that flowers are maturing quickly. They are Working with
Amtrak on future plans of how to remove, place, then replant because of their
renovations. They’re working on interpretive signage and will be on Bloomberg app to
launch in November. The City is interested in another pollinator habitat near green
street as well over by the Raptor.

b. WWII Project with LSR-7
Partnering with LSR-7 and the History Museum 9/21 for the Week of Peace and

commemorate the end of WWII. Pearl harbor survivor Dorinda Nicholson will share her
message of peace. Students’ artwork inspired by her story will be displayed in City Hall.
The History Museum will bring some of their objects on WWII to City Hall to exhibit for
about 3 months. Help from the Commission will be welcomed with that presentation.

c. LS Creates Fundraiser in October
i. LS creates decided not to partner with the City.
d. Update on Public Art
i. Ms. Fernandez reported that the artwork at Green Street has been installed.
There might be another possible project, but final budget approval is needed.
The art site pad at the Grove might be potential project with sponsors for Green
Street as well. Parks has a call out for a muralist for Pleasant Lea Park. She sent
Parks a review for sculpture for the Lovell Community Center to go out soon.
The Canine Project is halfway complete. The big stone is inserted and will
feature a plaque with a bronze dog to be done before May. She is also meeting
with another department interested in more public art.
1. Commission asked about the live painting during Green Street opening.
Coby Noland did the painting 3pm-9pm that Saturday. He will make final
touches on it then it will be displayed inside the market.
e. Update on Programming
e Good Neighbor Week is September 28th-October 4. The Human Relations

Commission Committee would like to partner again on the coloring contest.
Coloring pages will be available at City Hall or virtually for people to submit to
be judged for prizes.

e They also would like the Commission to partner on new event on 9/30 for a
community table event at Green Street. Tables will be set up and invite the
community to bring their own food to sit down and share a meal together. The
Commission will help with publicizing and volunteering.
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e Fall & winter cleanup is October 3rd-5th. Share that with neighbors and possibly
volunteer as well. People can contact the City for provided supplies. Choose an

area such as your neighborhood or park then Public Works picks up the trash
and bags.

e An email will be sent out for the Notice of Section 106 Process Public
Participation for a cell tower at the new Joint Operations Facility. It is a part of
Historic Preservation and need to send it out to the Commission for awareness.

Commissioner Townsend reported they are overenrolled and have already held auditions for the
first two shows. The Art Department has two student art shows and a ceramic arts sale on
December 4th in conjunction with the musical Rent.

Commissioner Keshner mentioned his involvement with work in the oldest cemetery in St.
Genevieve, MO.

Commissioner Forton mentioned their business move and renovation and that Fossil Forge is
doing a custom piece for them. The ribbon cutting will be mid October.

Commissioner Chubbock reported on her work with gardens and native plants in an area at SE
3 and SE Topaz. They are growing a lot of food and making donations to the LS Social Services
and a veteran group. She asked the group to give ideas for community outreach on growing
food, sharing food and helping nature.

Commissioner Cole commended the public art initiatives going on as well as Summit Art meeting
with the Commission. He mentioned signing up for a Summit Art membership in support of their
organization and the need for a gallery.

Chair Eames shared that Ms. Fernandez and the City are sponsoring another Neon Night on
October 9" from 5:30-7:30 pm. They will do a walking tour of neon signs with 60 in all of
downtown. They will learn about design, history, buildings, graphic design, and visual
communication.

Commissioner Thill reported on the new sculpture to go in front of the Liberty’s city hall next
Spring. As part of the Tourism Board she mentioned all the buzz with Travis and Taylor putting
Lee’s Summit in the spotlight for moment. The FIFA clock is in Green Street and it will rotate to
another location after November.

Commissioner Taylor said with the interest in sustainability they are working with investors to
do biochar. She explained that you take wood, put it in an incinerator, take the air out and it
creates a charcoal material. It is a great additive for soil and they add it to the compost. It is
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being used in cement mix and concrete. Biochar is great for gardens and is often pelletized to be
able to spread it. It is not common and sold cutting edge across the country. It gets rid of wood
waste which is 30-40% of the waste stream. They were certified by a 3™ party and is a great
thing for our community since no one in the region has a certified recycling facility.

Ms. Fernandez mentioned the Minecraft movie event on August 29th. Other possible programs
for Green Street to keep a look out for include date nights, critter chats to bring an exotic
animal, paint with a fox, fun Halloween movies, horror movie weekend for 18 and up, and
spooky cute movies in October.

9. Adjourn Commission Meeting 7:30 p.m.




