“

ON THE ALERT

There was no cowedy to enter the picture that confronted our nation at the close
of the Civil War, Having been Commanderein-Chief of the John B, Gordon Camp Sonsecd.
Confedersic Voterans here in the Fastexn poviion of Jackson County, Missouri since

the year 1910, { am now of%@n»’efﬁrr@d o as the “0ld Kentucky born Rebel'. Sometines

I £ind in wy mail the ainuging §nggasticn that 1 hold on tﬁ all of ny old Confederate
money and my gray uniform that since some of our high up officials heve so cncouraged
the negro freedoen riders, including somo radigal white assuciatgs go into the extrome
southoern states and demand integration and social equality with the negro rgcaa-all
of which has erupted into an increased social probien and more intensely bitter ameny
authorities in various loentions while alx'came&y in this 1little gquip fadez invo on
inercasing problen far from being settled.

The difficulties arising in the state of Arkanéas; Alshana, 1muiéiana, and now in
the state of Hissiégippi over school and secial integration has "in no vay met the
denands of the negxo lea&ers and their present organizations iv foxce the issue on
the white cltizens in these staies and in other locations thyoughout the U.8.8, Hot
only schools, restaurants, hotels, recreation centers, residence subdivisions and neigh=
borhoods,; in fact our present negro population is demanding socinl equality in every
private or public apefatiun whother hls presence 1s desived or not. My father and some
of his brothers, having served throe years as officers in the Confederate axmios,
and frem my very youth lived for move than foux gensrations in that atwosphers of
southern gywpathies and proud ancestry, can ever accept them &s our social equal.

To gompare any mopber of.the negro race that con only dote his ancestry back to that
date when his sncestorsy a nukedy wicivilized or trained creatﬁra; was captured in'thﬁ
jungles of uncivilized Africa and brought te oux shorss by duteh tyaders and sold as
animals to the white population of this nation to be used as slaves when the real first
sin can oenly be charged to our Federsl government foy having ever permitied slave trade

on our preciens soll, Other than slave ancestry on whet page of history can we trace
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ong ref&rencéltﬂ any'Aﬁriean negro avey wentionsd as having been among the brave and
cultured seldiers on the three sailing ships that brought the gracious Cheistopher
Colunbus to kneel in prayer having discovered a shove line of our ¢ontinent and just
how many.frém the black Afvican that made history for his race that appeared with that
all whiﬁﬁ religious group with their grace and cklture that came by the way of the
Mayflower to adorn our east shore line to establlish our fivst coloniesj just how meny
of his race, now daﬁanding sovial equality ewer wmade history for his vace, that bore
arms in the Revolutionary War, or hung any lanterns in the belfry whiiefaﬁsigting_-
Pavl Revier? Just how many African negro patriots subscribed his sationallyyinown

name to the Declavation of Independence, and how many African pictures 5 Bible s¢tips
tureé appear in our early veligious fiolds baginning with centuries héfﬂie‘tha birth

of Christ and how many African megross took part in any historical event o our present
date? Booker T. Washington and Dx, Carver, from huble background, but posdéssad with
ambition and enexhy made for themselves only true history that brought roﬁpaét and due
creditufﬂr_thaar aceempliﬁﬁMQﬂtﬁ that in noe way made thelr suceess by force, Nat all
was well as between the days of slavery and their having besn released due to ovents
and comluet on the part of slave uwnerseand the human side of the situation,  Many
slave owners were oruel, while slave traders broke up mary negre families much to their
distress and the. disappyoval of many whit; families and one of the most ébjeetionabla
and embarrassing Tacts that very muchrdisturbad some white families was the mixing of
the white youth and negro slave girls that alwgps produced a pulatto child that the
mothers in every case gave the family name of its sires, On one oceasion I wuas told
by 8 descendent of a once slave owner that his father had rejated to hinm that he on
one occasion had heard a slave owner try and induce his slave driver to mix.with the
slave women that a nulatto wede 2 more intellipent slave, Such as these true horrows,
no doubt did begin to vause a divided foeling smont the respectable vhite families with
all of the horrors, heartbresks, bloodshed, property and financial loss with broken
family tiesi in rﬁrs.éaéas a father against som, brothers against hrothers, cousins

against cousins, with mothers and sisters to battle with the results,



BNV P

E‘-Ihm;“ song quotations are veferred to as m@n_tiane{i in the constitution “That all
men woxe croated equal" it surely could nover be uaccepted other than his right frem
birth to grow up with an equal .choice gnd that also should include his race survoundings
und location, AU this pciﬁt we wnter inte problems and varlous versions almost too
desp for human coﬁgaption and the very best of authorities could only relate theif
personal views. Following all of the true history of that useless and avoidable terrors
of the Civii Hﬁ? Abraham Lineoln then holding the office as President of the U,8,A. did
make & declaration thut nll negro slaves be free-with no other demand that he immeéiately
be placed in white society on soclal nox interracial equnlity and sowe years later our
then Suprens Court so ruled and later years as the blggest pﬂliticai leaders bagun to
use their influences, thereby inducing our same Pederal Supreme Courts to over rule znd
destroy many of the former decisions and mueh reducing their standards,df uniwmrsul
confidence and respec% by u large majority of our citizens., For wany years the negroe
vitizens in this country end without force had nade wuch progress in the way of most
every advantage'of education and wuch humsn assistance in our various 5tafesf In our
most rveeent years our population has resolved themselves into two only political factions
t o sexve our nation and buttle for political dictation and power. With most of that
heartfolt sympatﬁy for the negro situstion leaning most heavily for that opportunity
to obtainr the negro vote, Otherwise, tho present offort hy force would not be so
very intoresting to either faetion, With this effort to foxce sogial and vaclal
Qqﬁality I an going to insist that just an average of a true American white fﬁthurrand
his gracious wife accept my invitation to attend any one of the spclal events where
food, nusic and dencing are the main features and sit on the sidelines and watch their
beautiful, galdenwhaired, biond daughesr appear on tio floor and dance with a coal
black, thick lipped, flat nose, woppy hair, blue g, sluefoot negro and accept this
as soclal @qu&ity'und fully qualified integration, To all of us having lived in southern
statos through the past four or five gensrations; having grown up in communities where the
population ineluded a large number of negroes snd with our full knowledge of the

typical African negre with all of his features, characteristics that all history would
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hold him in his own inherant class, To all of us that know the typical real negro
wlways carried a very distinct bodily odor not common in any other race, This odor to
such a degree that a howe once occupied by negro familics for any length of time |
became so impregnated with that odor on the very walls, ceiling aad floors, that
when vacated it took some length of time with deodexant and fresh air to evor eliminate
it.

At this date with our nation much distressed by disputed problems as dividing
ug with other nations and further being disturbed by wouldsbe big negro political
leaders hoping for big publicity with éll attempts to forge themxalfcs into a wﬁite
socloty that they arve in no way acdepinble to s mass majority of the average thinking
American white families and with all of tho big political leaders Federal supxeme or
local courts including Kangarco Courts will ever be able to ferce our big american
yhite majorities tb'accept the typical Africun raee in this or any other countxy as
our sociul and interracial equality,

While the title of this little story was first obtained as anusing it can alse
be just as useful in dealing with all of the problems by which our nation is now
confronted, So, I ask you, dear friends, to accept wmy suggestion, may we always
romain Gn The Alext? |

Had our PFederal Administrations including our Supreme Courts with all of

their unlimited power had been as wmuch on the alert while numerous atowic missile
bases were being constructdd all over the face &f the Cuban Island as they were at
the time of wasting more than a willjon dollars of oux tax money to disturb the
traditions of our southern states in the attempt to force social and rn;iﬁl equality
by the example of one negro student forced under military guard with the University
at Oxford, Mississippi, Not only would it have been much safer for our lives qu
the saving of multi millions of dollars of our tax money. Unfortunateoly hoth of

these issues are far from heing settled at this date,



