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LEGISLATIVE  
INTERGOVERNMENTAL
PROGRAM

The fundamental goal of all City 
of Lee’s Summit legislative and 
intergovernmental activities is to 
produce positive outcomes for the 
citizens of Lee’s Summit as a whole. 
Numerous proposals in the General 
Assembly or by State agencies have 
the potential to seriously impact the 
ability of the City to carry out its overall 
mission. By taking a proactive role 
in monitoring and commenting on 
proposals, we are working to ensure 
that the citizens of the City of Lee’s 
Summit can continue to enjoy the 
quality of life they have come to expect 
and deserve.

For questions regarding our Legislative Priorities, please contact City Attorney Brian Head. 
816.969.1415 | brian.head@cityofLS.net
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GENERAL OPPOSITION 

The City specifically opposes initiatives that 

undermine the local control of cities such as:

1. Preemption of local laws,
2. Unfunded mandates,
3. Limitations on the ability of cities to manage 

local revenue sources or to issue debt,
4. Restrictions on local right of way and land use 

authority,
5. Diversion of municipal revenue streams to 

other entities,  
6. Elimination of proven economic development 

tools available to local governments.

LEE’S SUMMIT GENERAL POSITION

1.  Preservation of Local Self-Governance

a. Supports inclusion of an opt-in provision 
for local governments on any sales tax 
exemption passed by the State.  Opposes 
any sales tax exemption passed by the state 
that mandates a local sales tax exemption.

b. Supports legislation streamlining sales tax 
and use tax collection under recent U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions and preservation of 
local control of revenues.  

c. Opposes legislation that will result in 
an unnecessary loss of local control 
regarding the placement or permitting of 
communications or other infrastructure.

d. Supports reimbursement to cities for direct 
costs of compliance with state laws, polices, 
and regulations and standards that impose 
additional costs and responsibilities on 
local governments, pursuant to the Missouri 
Constitution.

e. Supports enabling legislation allowing 
airports to remove abandoned aircraft from 
airport property.

f. Supports legislation maintaining municipal 
authority related to residential short term 
rentals.

PRIORITIES TO WATCH 

As a general policy, the City of Lee’s Summit seeks 
to preserve its current authority to govern the city, its 
citizens, and its property. The City may oppose any 
legislation viewed as detrimental to the City’s strategic 
goals; or that is contrary to the health, safety, and 
welfare of its citizens; or that mandates increased 
costs or loss of revenues; or that would diminish the 
fundamental authority of the City.

GENERAL SUPPORT

The City will support initiatives that preserve municipal 
authority or that otherwise have a positive impact 
on municipal operations, including but not limited to 
legislation that would:

1. Maintain municipal authority,
2. Eliminate or reduce the impact of unfunded 

mandates,
3. Preserve local control over municipal revenue 

streams,
4. Increases the ability of Missouri cities to attract 

quality businesses and jobs.

Lee’s Summit General Position
As a general policy, the City of Lee’s Summit seeks to preserve its current authority to govern the city, its citizens, and 
its property. The City may oppose any legislation viewed as detrimental to the City’s strategic goals; or that is contrary 
to the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens; or that mandates increased costs or loss of revenues; or that would 
diminish the fundamental authority of the City.

2.   Economic Development Programs

a. Supports the continuation of proven economic 
development tools used to stimulate employment and 
leverage private investments, including but not limited 
to, the Missouri Technology Corporation and high-
performing tax credit programs, such as the historic tax 
credit program.  

b. Supports continuation of workforce development efforts 
through community partners, Summit Technology 
Academy and the Missouri Innovation Campus.

c. Encourages the addition of State tax credits and other 
incentives for projects that create and retain quality 
jobs or for capital investments in new or expanding 
businesses. We specifically support reasonable 
incentives for: 

• Investments in next generation businesses that 
focus on innovation in industries like healthcare, life 
sciences, and advanced technologies.

d. We oppose efforts to reduce the effectiveness of such 
programs, including proposals to subject them to the 
annual appropriations process.

e. Supports continued investment in the arts, tourism, and 
recreation as pro-economic development tools. 

f. Opposes legislation granting control of the air traffic 
control system to anyone other than the FAA.

3.   Public Safety

a. Supports legislation to allow voters to broaden the 
scope of communication devices where users are 
levied a fee to support 9-1-1, with revisions to state 9-1-
1 statutes to allow for either a county fee or a statewide 
fee on all communication devices, including landline, 

Lee’s Summit is a premier community in the Kansas City bi-state metro area. Though Lee’s Summit, with a population of over 
97,000, enjoys many of the attributes of a significant suburb within a major metropolitan area, it still maintains a small town 
feel with an award winning, historic downtown.  Lee’s Summit also holds four accreditation statuses in the Police, Fire, Parks & 
Recreation and Public Works. In combination with great shopping opportunities, outstanding community health facilities, award 
winning schools and the nationally recognized Missouri Innovation Campus, these are the reasons that Money Magazine voted 
Lee’s Summit one of the 100 Best Places to Live”six times in a row. 

wireless and VOIP devices to support emergency 
telephone 9-1-1 costs. 

b. Opposes the preemption of reasonable, local 
regulation of vehicles-for-hire.

c. Supports open records and transparency 
regarding video and audio recordings collected 
by public safety agencies, but asks the General 
Assembly and Governor to provide for the 
protection of individual privacy and integrity of 
open investigations when considering any related 
legislation.

d. Supports legislation that gives authority and limits 
liability of EMS agencies in treating and transporting 
patients that are unable to give consent and 
standardizes service protocols for such patients.

e. Supports legislation authorizing extension of 
additional funding for ambulance services.

4.  Transportation Funding 

a. Encourages legislation that would allocate direct 
funding for roads and highways within Lee’s 
Summit. We also ask our local representatives 
support in urging the Missouri Department of 
Transportation to partner with the City of Lee’s 
Summit to leverage combined resources to fund 
local projects.

b. Supports funding to maintain and support 
passenger rail services in Missouri including 
AMTRAK’s Missouri River Runner Service.

c. Supports the continued funding of and 
administration of state aviation grant programs.  

d. Supports funding to provide for the continued 
development of the Rock Island Trail and Katy Trail.

Partnerships
The City will form strategic partnerships with 
cities, political subdivisions (counties and school 
districts) and private sector entities that share 
common goals with the City of Lee’s Summit. 
Additionally, the City will work in coordination 
with organizations such as the Missouri Municipal 
League, Mid-America Regional Council, and 
Lee’s Summit Chamber of Commerce when their 
adopted positions are in line with the legislative 
objectives and goals of the City. The formation 
of strategic partnerships and coordinated efforts 
is intended to provide the City with a stronger 
presence in the legislative and administrative 
process.

Yours Truly
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