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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
Community design principles provide guidance for the future development and redevelopment of Lee’s 
Summit’s Activity Centers and corridors. While the principles are not prescriptive, they do provide 
overarching guidance for new streets, open spaces, and buildings. They serve as the basis for the review 
of development applications, revisions to, or the development of, future regulatory guidance, and as a 
signal to the community regarding the character and quality of development that is expected.
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Open Space Connection and 
Protection

Grid Street Network

Develop around the central organizing 
principle of protecting open space to produce 
an interconnected network of conservation 
lands throughout the community. For individual 
properties, preserving tree cover and high-quality 
natural resources and open space is always 
preferred over replacing it with new. 

New streets will  have a grid system that allow 
for the creation of walkable neighborhoods with 
a mix of uses. This means that new development 
will follow the walkable “neighborhood model” 
of development—like historic neighborhoods of 
Lee’s Summit.

Grid street networks are not just better for walking, 
biking, and livability, but also offer far greater 
vehicle capacity and connections. Because it 
makes turns easier, a grid street network greatly 
reduces the need for complicated, multiphase 

traffic signals. A network of small interconnected 
streets has more traffic capacity than the same 
street area arranged in a sparse hierarchy of 
large streets. This superior capacity is unrelated 
to the reduction in travel demand or shortening of 
travel distances.

A grid street network also cuts the cost of 
infrastructure and services needed to serve 
development making development more 
af fordable.
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