
 

City of Lee’s Summit 
Department: Law Department 

Memorandum 
To:   Mayor Baird and Councilmembers 

Mark Dunning, City Manager 
From:   Brian Head, City Attorney 
Date:  April 4, 2024   
Re:  Lee’s Summit Housing Authority – Appointments 

 
 

 
Mayor Baird and Councilmembers, 
 
At the March 26, 2024 Council meeting the City Council requested that the Law Department 
provide information related to the Lee’s Summit Housing Authority and any qualifications or 
restrictions upon appointment of Commissioners. 
 
Requirements for Appointment: 
 
In order to fully understand the relationship between the City and the Housing Authority we have 
examined relevant Missouri Statues as well as the original resolution and other information 
related to the creation of an Authority. The resolution declaring the need for the Lee’s Summit 
Housing Authority was adopted on May 4, 1965 based upon the 1949 version of Section 99.040. 
The Resolution appears to be a form document and does not include any requirements or 
qualifications for appointment of Commissioners.   
 
The only requirements for appointment of Commissioners can be found in Missouri Statues at 
section 99.050 RSMo. The statute states: “. . . the Mayor shall appoint five persons who shall be 
taxpayers who have resided in said city for one year prior to such appointment as 
commissioners of the authority created for said city.” Additionally, section 99.052 provides that 
one commissioner may be an officer or employee of a city. These appear to be the only 
qualifications for appointment to a Missouri Housing Authority. The statute provides the term of 
service for the initial members to be staggered and that the Mayor designates the Chair, 
thereafter the terms are four years and the Authority choses its own chair.  
 
A housing authority, once created, becomes a stand-alone municipal corporation with very 
broad powers as provided in section 99.080 RSMo. This provision states: “An authority shall 
constitute a municipal corporation, exercising public and essential governmental functions, and 
having all the powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the purposes and 
provisions of sections 99.010 to 99.230. . . ”  (emphasis ours) the statute then goes on to 
enumerate a number of powers, none of which are relevant to our discussion. 
 
Please find the original Resolution number 1 from 1965 attached (the relevant portion of the 
document begins on page 7 ).  Additionally find section 99.050 RSMo. attached with some 
portions highlighted.   
 
Thank you.   
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 Words    1st search term or section nu   And    2nd search term      
Title VII CITIES, TOWNS AND VILLAGES

Chapter 99

<  >  •  Effective - 28 Aug 2002   

  99.050.  Commissioners — appointment — qualifications — term — compensation. —
When the governing body of a city adopts a resolution or other declaration as aforesaid, it
shall promptly notify the mayor of such adoption.  Upon receiving such notice, the mayor
shall appoint five persons who shall be taxpayers who have resided in said city for one
year prior to such appointment as commissioners of the authority created for said
city.  When the governing body of a county adopts a resolution or other declaration as
aforesaid, said body shall appoint five persons as commissioners of the authority created
for said county.  Three of the commissioners who are first appointed shall be designated
to serve for terms of one, two, and three years, respectively, from the date of their
appointment, and two shall be designated to serve for terms of four years from the date of
their appointment.  Thereafter commissioners shall be appointed as aforesaid for a term of
office of four years except that all vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term.  No
commissioner of an authority may be an officer or employee of the city or county for
which the authority is created.  A commissioner shall hold office until his successor has
been appointed and has qualified, unless sooner removed according to sections 99.010 to
99.230.  A certificate of the appointment or reappointment of any commissioner shall be
filed with the clerk and such certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the due and proper
appointment of such commissioner.  A commissioner shall receive no compensation for
his services for the authority, in any capacity, but he shall be entitled to the necessary
expenses, including traveling expenses, incurred in the discharge of his duties.  The
powers of each authority shall be vested in the commissioners thereof in office from time
to time.  One more than one-half of all commissioners shall constitute a quorum of the
authority for the purpose of conducting its business and exercising its powers and for all
other purposes.  Action may be taken by the authority upon a vote of a majority of a
quorum, unless in any case the bylaws of the authority shall require a larger number.  The
mayor (or in the case of an authority for a county, the governing body of the county) shall
designate which of the commissioners shall be the first chairman and he shall serve in the
capacity of chairman until the expiration of his term of office as commissioner.  When the
office of the chairman of the authority thereafter becomes vacant, the authority shall select
a chairman from among its commissioners.  An authority shall select from among its
commissioners a vice chairman, and it may employ a secretary (who shall be executive
director), technical experts and such other officers, agents and employees, permanent and
temporary, as it may require, and shall determine their qualifications, duties and
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compensation.  For such legal services as it may require, an authority may call upon the
chief law officer of the city or the county or may employ its own counsel and legal
staff.  An authority may delegate to one or more of its agents or employees such powers or
duties as it may deem proper.
  --------
(RSMo 1939 § 7857, A.L. 1985 H.B. 425, A.L. 1988 H.B. 1105, A.L. 2002 S.B. 1039)

---- end of effective  28 Aug 2002 ----
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