PROCLAMATION

CENDITTO

WHEREAS, January 16, 2025, is recognized as National Religious Freedom Day, a day to celebrate
and reaffirm the fundamental right of religious freedom for all citizens and,

WHEREAS, religion has its greatest impact not at the national level but at the local level, where
people of faith live by their convictions and serve and bless others on a one-on-one basis, fostering
a sense of community and mutual support; and,

WHEREAS, religion benefits our community by providing a moral compass, fostering love, and
offering strength during loss; for decades, religious institutions and people of faith have played a
crucial role in our city through charitable activities, aiding the needy, comforting those in loss, and
encouraging us to high standards of integrity; and,

WHEREAS, the United States Constitution and the Missouri Constitution affirm the right of all
citizens to freely exercise their religious faith or nonreligious beliefs in the public square without
being deprived of other rights or privileges; and,

WHEREAS, we all benefit from a pluralistic society where residents of all beliefs work together
for the common good while holding divergent viewpoints, and where all citizens are free to
exercise such influence as their ideas and values may engender; and,

WHEREAS, Lee’s Summit welcomes and protects people of diverse backgrounds by allowing
them to freely live according to their deeply held convictions as protected by law; and,

WHEREAS, Lee’s Summit encourages all residents to strive to understand the experiences and

concerns of others while supporting the essential role religion plays in protecting human dignity,
strengthening society, and fostering a culture of tolerance and peace.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, William A. Baird, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of
the City of Lee’s Summit, Missouri, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2025 as

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM DAY

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the Great
Seal of the City of Lee’s Summit, Missouri, this 14th day of January 2025.

MAYOR WILLIAM A. BAIRD



