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ARTICLE 8. SITE STANDARDS

ARTICLE 8.
SITE STANDARDS

DIVISION I. DESIGN STANDARDS

SUBDIVISION 3. OFHCEE-COMMERCIALANDINDUSTRIAL-DISTRIET DESIGN

STANDARDS-SITE DESIGN STANDARDS

Sec. 8.110090. Site Design objectives.

A.  Officedistriets: Development in office and commercial districts:

and in a manner that provides for a high degree of walkability between effice buildings and these
services.

2.  Are encouraged to design the development as a “district” rather than a “strip”, so that the groupings of
buildings can be approached from more places around the perimeter, resulting in less congestion and
more accessibility, especially for pedestrians and bicyclists.

3. When located along public streets, parking areas and pedestrian walks shall connect internally to
parking areas and pedestrian walks of existing adjoining businesses. Provisions shall be made for future
connections to adjoining property not yet developed or redeveloped. Wherever possible, pedestrian
walks shall be provided to connect building entrances to public sidewalks.

4. Building entrances and entrances to business services are encouraged to face onto an existing street or
a landscaped open space.

5. Solar energy devices, if provided, shall be integral to overall site and building design.
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B.  Public gathering places in office and commercial districts.

1. A minimum of five percent (5%) of the development site shall be designated as open space usable for
public gatherings. Open space remaining after the maximum impervious coverage is reached may be
used to meet this requirement, provided other requirements of this Article are met.

2. The open space shall be directly accessible on foot from the entrance to offices and services.

C. If a development abuts or contains an existing or proposed limited access highway or arterial street, the
Commission and/or Council may require frontage roads or parallel streets to separate through and local
traffic and to provide for visually safe and attractive roadways.

D. Downtown core area. Development in the commercial and transition districts in the downtown core area is
subject to the design standards in Subdivision 8 of this division.

Sec. 8.1200. Building-ferm-and-use-Sidewalk Location Standards.

Sidewalks shall be a minimum width of five feet (5’). A landscaping strip with a minimum width of five feet (5’) shall
be located between the sidewalk and the curb. The sidewalk shall be placed one foot (1’) from the property line.
Exceptions to this standard may be approved by the City Engineer if topographic or other constraints are
encountered during construction. Meandering sidewalks may be used provided that where a sidewalk encroaches
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onto private property, outside the public right-of-way, an access and maintenance easement shall be provided to
the City.
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Sec. 8.110. Screening Standards.

A.

B.

C.

Application. The following screening standards shall apply to all sites excluding single-family dwellings, two-
family dwellings, and townhouse/row dwellings.

Building Mounted Equipment (Roof-Top and Exterior Building-Mounted Mechanical Equipment).

1.

All exterior building-mounted and roof-top building equipment, including but not limited to HVAC and
mechanical equipment, vents, piping, roof access ladder, and utility meters, shall be located out of
view or otherwise screened from view by all adjacent public or private streets and any residentially
zoned or developed properties. Appropriate screening methods may include the use of architectural
features and/or landscape planting that provide immediate and opaque visual buffering.

For roof-top equipment not adequately screened by the building parapet, a supplementary screen
around all sides of the equipment shall be provided, composed of materials including prefinished
architectural metal panels, stucco panels, masonry walls, or similar building materials that are
consistent with the overall architectural design and finish materials of the proposed building. The
height of any supplementary screens shall be no lower than the height of the equipment it is intended
to screen. Site/building cross-section diagrams may be required to prove compliance with this
screening requirement. The above provisions shall not apply to roof-mounted solar energy panels.

Trash and Recycling Container and Ground-Mounted Equipment.

1.

Trash and Recycling Enclosure Design. All outdoor trash and recycling receptacles, dumpsters, and
grease collection containers shall be opaquely screened on all sides by the use of a permanent
enclosure, with gates and/or doors for access. The enclosure shall be constructed of permanent
materials such as textured block, split faced concrete block, brick, or stone. The colors, materials, and
design shall match or otherwise be compatible with the dominant architectural materials and design of
buildings on site.

Ground-Mounted Equipment. All ground-mounted building equipment, including but not limited to
HVAC and mechanical equipment, power transformers, back-up power generators, shall be fully
screened from view from adjacent public streets and residential properties with landscaping, masonry
screen walls, decorative fencing, or a combination thereof.

Placement and Location. Trash and recycling enclosures and ground-mounted equipment shall be
located behind major buildings and out of public view.

Created: 2025-04-10 13:47:22 [EST]

(Supp. No. 13, Update 1)

Page 4 of 5



Created: 2025-04-10 13:47:22 [EST]
(Supp. No. 13, Update 1)

Page 5 of 5



